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4 .  OWNERS OF PROPERTIES 

1 .  167 Mountain Road:  Walter & Mary Brady, Box 299, Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

2 .  295 Mountain Road:  Cathryn D.  Aldworth, Box 368, Halifax,  VA 24558 

3 .  309 Mountain Road:  Edward Taylor & El izabeth  Overton, P.O. Box, Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

4 .   Frances McClennan, 216 Catherine S t r e e t ,  Sco t i a ,  NY 12302 

5 .  329 Mountain Road:  J.P. Hankins, P.O. Box, Halifax,  VA 24558 

6 .   349 Mountain Road: El izabeth  Lovelace & Virgin ia  Covington, P.O. Box, Halifax,  
VA 24558 

7 .  389 Mountain R ~ a d :  James & Mildred Far r ington ,  Box 1758, Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

8 .   415 Mountain Road: Robert & Nancy Evans, c /o  Farr ington,  Box 1758, Halifax,  
VA 24558 

9 .  471 Mountain Road:  Samuel J .  Dunavant, J r . ,  Box 915, Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

10. 543 Mountain Road:  Barbara Cage, Box 413, Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

11. 575 Mountain Road:  Major P.C. Edmunds, 111, P.O. Box, Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

12. 615 Mountain Road:  D r .  & Mrs. W. Allen,  P.O. Box, Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

13.  655 Mountain Road:  M r .  & M r s .  Richard C .  Edmunds, Box 8 7 ,  Halifax,  VA 24558 

14.  80 Mountain Road:  Ethelyn N.  Powell, Box 4 ,  Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

15. 100 Mountain Road:  W.K. Thompson, Box 591, Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

16.  110 Mountain Road:  Frank C .  Chaff in,  Jr . ,  Box 53,  Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

17. 136 Mountain Road:  W. W i r t  & Patsy  Shapard, P.O. Box, Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

18.  160 Mountain Road:  M r s .  Paul  C .  Edmunds, Sr . ,  P.O. Box, Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

19.  230 Mountain Road:  M r .  & Mrs. W.E. Rowland, Box 28,  Hal i fax ,  VA 24558 

20.   370 Mountain Road: Chastain Home, c / o  Mrs. Helen Moore, P.O. Box 758,  
Hal i fax ,  VA 24558  

21.  442 Mountain Road:  M r .  & Mrs. Thomas S t u t t s ,  P.O. Box, Halifax,  VA 24558 

(See ~ o n t i n u a t i ~ n  Sheet i /2 )  ' 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE--Historical Background 

Virg in ia .  I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  church, Cosby was respons ib le  f o r  t h r e e  la te -Federa l  and 
Greek Revival res idences  on Mountain Road. They a r e  Magnolia H i l l  (160 Mountain Road), 
Grand Oaks (230 Mountain Road), and t h e  Rectory of S t .  John's  Church (484 Mountain Road). 
A l l  da t ing  t o  t h e  mid-1840s, t h e  dwell ings a r e  uniformly of b r i c k  and, l i k e  t h e  Hal i fax  
County Courthouse, d i sp lay  Cosby's t i n e  craf tsmanship.  A s  noted i n  Mar t in ' s  Gazet teer  
of e a r l i e r  Hal i fax  res idences ,  Cosby's houses were b u i l t  " i n  a s c a t t e r i n g  manner," a l l  
removed a t  some d i s t ance  from t h e  main road. The open expanse of land provided land 
f o r  t h e  p l an t ing  of t r e e s ,  from which two of Cosby's houses der ived  t h e i r  names: Magnolia 
H i l l  and Grand Oaks. 

Mountain Road had no f u r t h e r  development of any consequence u n t i l  t h e  1880s when 
a number of res idences  were b u i l t .  By t h i s  time t h e  name of t h e  town had been changed 
t o  Houston and had begun t o  a t t r a c t  a growing class '  of p ro fes s iona l s .  The most sub-
s t l n t i a l  of these  l a t e r  res idences  i s  t h e  Holt Easley House, now 415 and 389 Mountain 
Road. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i ts  l a r g e ,  two-story, wood-frame dwelling, t h e  e s t a t e  has  a range 
of e a r l y  outbui ld ings  inc luding  an o f f i c e - b i l l i a r d s  p a r l o r ,  k i t chen ,  wel l  house, chicken 
house, necessary house, and smokehouse. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  Easley res idence ,  100 and 
329 Mountain Road a r e  a l s o  wood-frame dwell ings from t h e  l a t e  19th century and a r e  dis-
t inguished  by f a n c i f u l  sawn t r i m .  The house a t  167 Mountain Road d a t e s  t o  1881 and was 
b u i l t  by Howard Cosby, son of Dabney Cosby, Jr. Howard maintained a br ickyard i n  t h e  
town and worked a s  a mason throughout t h e  county. 

According t o  t h e  Hal i fax  County Handbook of 1907, Mountain Road was "one of t h e  
most b e a u t i f u l  s t r e e t s  i n  Virginia.'13 Much of t h e  beauty derived from i ts  landscape, 
f o r  i t  was during t h e  per iod  from t h e  1880s t o  t h e  e a r l y  1900s t h a t  t h e  s e t t i n g s  f o r  
many of t h e  houses were planned. Th i s  was undoubtedly inf luenced by t h e  examples of 
t h e  many neighborhood improvement s o c i e t i e s  which were then popular i n  America. Especia l ly  
marked by t h i s  l a t e  19th-century in f luence  i s  t h e  proper ty  a t  471 Mountain Road. While 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  res idence  burned i n  1970, t h e  grounds continue t o  maintain t h e i r  l a t e  19th- 
century atmosphere. I ts  t a l l  t r e e s ,  p lan ted  randomly i n  t h e  f r o n t  yard provided a park- 
l i k e  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Queen Anne-style res idence .  

The e c l e c t i c i s m  of e a r l y  20th-century a r c h i t e c t u r e  is represented  on Mountain Road 
by seve ra l  res idences .  Two p a r t i c u l a r l y  f i n e  examples a r e  136 and 370 Mountain Road. 
B u i l t  i n  1912 and 1910, both dwell ings combine t h e  queen Anne and Georgian Revival s t y l e s  
popular during t h e  l a t e  19th century.  The res idence  a t  370 Mountain Road now serves  
a s  t h e  Chastain Home, a re t i rement  home f o r  women. The lawn surrounding t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
i s  wel l  landscaped with many of i t s  t r e e s  and shrubs da t ing  t o  1910. 

Enjoying cons iderable  popu la r i ty  i n  Vi rg in i a  a f t e r  t h e  Jamestown Exposi t ion,  t h e  
Colonial  Revival cont inues t o  be t h e  p re fe r r ed  s t y l e  on Mountain Road. An e a r l y  example 
is Bonbrook, 655 Mountain Road, which was b u i l t  i n  1929 from m a t e r i a l s  salvaged from 
Springwood, an e a r l y  Hal i fax  County residence.  It i s  be l ieved  t o  be  t h e  f i r s t  Ha l i f ax  
residence t o  incorpora te  o l d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  ma te r i a l s  i n t o  a new res idence .  With i t s  
neighbor, 615 Mountain Road, t h e  e d i f i c e  sha res  six l a r g e  oak t r e e s  t h a t  d a t e  t o  t h e  
17th century.  The t r e e s  f i g u r e  r a t h e r  prgminently in!o t h e  landscaped grounds of both 
dwellings. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #11) 








